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FOREWORD

The July 1991 Surgeon General’s Workshop on Increasing Organ Donation was a
response to the critical need for a comprenehsive effort to save the lives of thousands
of Americans waiting for donor organs to become available. While many concerned
individuals and organizations have implemented numerous efforts to increase
donation, the need for donor organs continues to exceed their availability. Seven
expert panels of workshop participants focused their collective energies and
knowledge to propose recommendations and strategies for resolving this perplexing
dilemma. '

The background papers in this volume, written by some of the leadng experts in the
field of transplantation, were prepared specifically for the workshop. Collectively the
authors have presented state-of-the-art information on numerous topics that affect.
donation. Recommendations and proceedings of the workshop are presented in a
companion document.

Itis my sincere hope that the efforts of these authors, the workshop participants, and
the activities of all those in the transplantation field who are fighting for this important
cause will soon begin to show the positive results that are so vitally needed.

Antonia C. Novello, M.D., M.P.H.
" Surgeon General
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